
 

   
 

 

 

 

Oxfam`s Assessment Scorecard of the 

Parties` General Election 2020 Manifestos 

 

 
Oxfam’s Key Election Asks  
   
 

• Increase Ireland’s development aid budget to 0.7% of national income by 
2025, while maintaining the integrity of ODA. 
  

• Deliver faster and fairer climate action to meet Ireland’s commitments to 
address the climate emergency and support poorer countries to cope with climate 
change  
   

- Deliver annual reductions in climate-polluting emissions of at least 8% a year over the 
lifetime of the next Government, i.e. the legally binding Carbon Budget for the period 2021 to 
2025 would be equivalent to 8% year-on-year reductions compared to 2020.  
 

- Help poorer countries to cope with the climate emergency by reaching the target of spending 
20% of ODA on climate finance by 2025. Increased ODA spending on climate finance should 
receive an additional budgetary allocation rather than being diverted from the existing ODA 
budget.  



 

   
 

• Support sustainability through developing the circular economy  

- Create a Textiles Action Plan: we need a concrete action plan for the textiles industry that 
contains measures on waste prevention that adopts key legislative frameworks such as the EU 
waste hierarchy. The plan should also ensure that retailers are signatories to the UN Fashion 
Industry Charter for Climate Action.  

- Offer support solutions to incentivise circular practices, especially involving social 
enterprises, including: reducing VAT for services that prolong a product’s life such as repair, 
resale or specialised washing; work to make secondary raw materials more financially viable 
in comparison to virgin raw materials in order to incentivise their use; dedicate research and 
funding to secondary raw material so as to optimise their quality and longevity   

- Design and implement policy guidelines: these guidelines should not be overly descriptive to 
encourage innovation. A lifecycle assessment can assist with policy design as it can be used to 
determine the relevant measures to reduce environmental impact.   

- Insist on transparency in the textile chain: so that the consumers are aware of where and 
under what conditions products are made including where donated clothing products end up.  

- Put in place the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) framework: stemming from the 
European Waste Framework Directive, this framework can be used to implement the 
regulatory requirement to separately collect textiles by 2025. 
 

• Invest in our care system to help address gender inequality  

- Implement the recommendations of the Citizen’s Assembly on Gender Equality related to 
care work. This will require significant extra investments in public services and social 
infrastructure. For example, increase investment in early years education to bring overall 
expenditure in line with the UNICEF recommendation of 1% of GDP.  

- Ensure care workers employed or funded by State programmes are properly compensated to 
at least a living wage level.  

- Hold a referendum on Art. 41. 2 of the Constitution about the role of women in the home 
to amend the language so it is gender neutral and recognises the value of care work in Irish 
society.  

- Deliver integrated changes in social and employment policies that support carers, facilitate 
the combination of care and employment, while at the same time encourage greater male 
participation in care.  For example, agree to more paid shared parental leave and more non-
transferable paid parental leave for men. Reform the pension system to ensure that women 
do not lose pension rights as a result of stepping out of the workforce due to care 
responsibilities.  

- Require all Government Departments to produce an equality budgeting impact statement on 
a statutory basis, to provide proper scrutiny of the impact of economic and taxation policies, 
as well as spending priorities, on women and girls. This process should involve women’s 
organisations and Civil Society,   

- Ensure that the Central Statistics Office should collect better data on the levels and 
distribution of unpaid care work on an ongoing basis and incorporate the contribution of 
unpaid care work into overall macro-economic statistics. This will allow this currently hidden 
sector of the economy to be considered as part of future economic development planning. 

  

• Support a fundamental reform of the global corporate tax system   

- Contribute to a second generation of international tax reforms by supporting a 
transformative international reform of corporate income tax leading to an equitable 
rebalancing of taxing rights between developed and developing countries. The aim should 



 

   
 

be to find a solution for all economic sectors and not ring-fence highly digitalised companies, 
ensuring sufficient taxing rights for operations in consumer markets as well as manufacturing 
and natural resource operations. Redistribution of taxing rights should allocate profits based 
on corporations’ global activity and a combination of factors such as consumption, 
employment and production.  

- Agree a global minimum effective tax rate at a fair level. The minimum effective tax rate 
should be set globally, applied on a country-by-country basis without carve-outs, and set at a 
high enough rate to effectively curb profit shifting. It should generate additional revenues 
where economic activity takes place.   

- Require that all large multi-national companies (MNCs) adhere to full and effective 
transparency by supporting efforts at EU level to agree meaningful legislation on public 
Country by Country Reporting. This would ensure that MNCs publicly report on a country by 
country basis where they make their profits and pay their taxes.   

- Review and reform Ireland’s Double Taxation Treaties: Ireland should adopt the UN Model 
Double Taxation Convention between developed and developing countries (the UN model) as 
the minimum standard. 

  

• Protect those seeking refuge and keep their families together  

- Support shared responsibility for hosting refugees equally throughout the EU under a 
proposed new Dublin system.   

- Support the implementation of EU asylum system that is safe, fair and effective and that 
provides access to basic services to all people seeking asylum. This includes healthy food, 
water, medical assistance, and legal information and assistance.  

- Support EU search and rescue operations with the sole objective of saving lives and 
supporting search and rescue by NGOs. People saved in international waters should not be 
returned to Libya, which the UN has warned is not a safe country for disembarkation, and 
where it has been documented that people suffer torture and rape.    

- Only support partner countries’ security systems when it contributes to achieving peace and 
stability, inclusive and sustainable development, state-building and democracy, rule of law 
and protection of human rights.   

- Address the specific needs of refugee and migrant women and girls within aid programmes 
and promoting their role as leaders for positive and inclusive change.   

 

• Pass legislation to ensure that companies adhere to human rights principles  

- Pass mandatory human rights and environmental due diligence legislation in Ireland and 
support the calls for such legislation to be passed at the EU level.  

- Support the development of a UN binding treaty on business and human rights to regulate, 
through international law, the activities of transnational corporations and other business 
enterprises. 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

Fine Gael 

Ask:  Fine Gael Manifesto  

• Increase our development aid budget to 
0.7% of national income by 2025  

  

Fine Gael says that they are committed to 
increasing the Overseas Development Aid (ODA) 
Programme, and that they are targeting a spend of 
0.7% of gross national income (GNI) on ODA by 
2030.   

• Climate change: Deliver annual 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions of 
at least 8% a year and support poorer 
countries to cope with climate change.   

  

Fine Gael says that they are committed to reducing 
Ireland’s domestic greenhouse gas emissions by 
2030 by at least 30%, compared to 2005 levels, and 
to achieving net-zero-carbon emissions by 2050.   
There is no specific mention of assisting poorer 
countries with climate change.   

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular 
practices in the textile industry and ensuring 
more transparency and producer 
responsibility in the textile chain.  

There are no commitments in the manifesto with 
regards to textiles, clothing or fast fashion.  

• Invest in our care system to help 
address gender inequality  

  

Fine Gael promises minimum wage for care 
workers; to reduce childcare costs; improve access 
to homecare and to making it a statutory right; to 
‘examine the social responsibility of care and 
women and men’s co responsibility for care, 
especially within the family.’  
  
There is nothing written in the manifesto on 
including care work in Central Statistics Office 
macro-economic statistics or the implementation 
of equality budgeting impact statement at 
government level on a statutory basis.  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

FG commits to continue to engage constructively 
on international tax reform, while critically 
analysing proposals that may not be in Ireland’s 
long-term interests.   
Fine Gael recognises that taxation policy needs to 
catch up with a changing digital economy. This 
work is best done through the OECD.  

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an 
amended Family Reunification Act  

  

Fine Gael says that if they are re-elected, Ireland 
will continue to play its part in the EU’s response to 
meeting the needs of asylum seekers and refugees 
and develop longer term expert-informed 
strategies to ensure that we are equipped to meet 
future challenges.  
  
There is no solid commitments made with regards 
to reforming the EU Asylum system, or supporting 
EU search and rescue missions.  



 

   
 

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and 
support the call for such legislation to be 
passed at the EU level.  

No reference to human rights due diligence 
legislation in manifesto   

  
  

Fianna Fail  
Ask:   Fianna Fail Manifesto  

• Increase our development aid budget to 
0.7% of national income by 2025  

  

Fianna Fail say that they are committed to 
Ireland remaining a world-leader in development 
aid and that they will work towards the 
achievement of the UN target. They note that 
they will put Ireland on a pathway to reach our 
ODA target by spending an additional €50m in 
Overseas Development Aid.   
They do not make any clear commitments to 
reaching the 0.7% target.  
  

• Climate Change: Deliver annual reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions of at least 8% a 
year and help poorer countries to cope with 
climate   

  

Fianna Fail has no solid commitment to annual 
targets for decreasing greenhouse gases  
There is no explicit mention of supporting 
poorer countries cope with climate change  

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular practices 
in the textile industry and ensuring more 
transparency and producer responsibility in 
the textile chain  
  

There are no commitments in the manifesto 
with regards to textiles, clothing or fast 
fashion.   

• Invest in our care system to help address 
gender inequality  

  

Fianna Fail commits to an investment in 
childcare subsidies; tax credits for childminders 
and home carers as well as protecting the first 
14 weeks of leave as core maternity leave and 4 
weeks as core paternity leave and allow parents 
to share the remainder of paid and unpaid leave 
as they choose’.       
    
There is no commitment made with regards to 
providing a living wage for care worker or the 
implementation of equality budgeting impact 
statement at government level on a statutory 
basis.  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

Fianna Fail says: ‘corporation tax reform needs 
to be global in nature to ensure fair taxes. We 
will work with the OECD on BEPS 2.0 and a 
Digital Tax Proposal.  



 

   
 

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an amended 
Family Reunification Act  

  

Fianna Fail says that they ‘will work with our EU 
colleagues and international community to help 
address the underlying causes of the migrant 
crisis across the Middle East and North Africa.  
However, there are no tangible commitments 
made with regards to EU search and rescue 
operations, hosting migrants, protecting 
migrant women or security systems in 
partnering countries.  

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and support 
the call for such legislation to be passed at the 
EU level  
  

No reference to human rights due diligence 
legislation in manifesto, however they do 
commit to progress the progress the Occupied 
Territories bill.  

  

  
Green Party  
  

Ask:  Green Party Manifesto  

• Increase our development aid budget to 
0.7% of national income by 2025  

The Green Party proposes to increase Ireland’s 
Overseas Development Aid contribution to 0.7% 
of Gross National Income by 2025 through the 
creation of a multi-annual plan of increases.  

• Climate Change: Deliver annual reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions of at least 8% a 
year and help poorer countries to cope with 
climate change.   

The Green Party commits to at least a 7% per 
annum reduction in annual emissions for the 
next decade,’  
There is no explicit mention of supporting 
poorer countries to cope with the effects of 
climate change.  

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular practices 
in the textile industry and ensuring more 
transparency and producer responsibility in 
the textile chain.  

We strive to gradually move Ireland from a linear 
economy to a circular one. This will be done by 
developing a stronger recovery industry, 
reducing imported goods, and developing an 
associated manufacturing industry. 
 
Ireland must set a recycling and composting 
target of at least 80% by 2030. 

• Invest in our care system to help address 
gender inequality   

The Green Party`s Plan includes:  
  

Amending the constitutional clause on a 
woman’s place in the home to both remove 
sexist language and to reflect the importance of 
all forms of care and of those being cared for; 
raising both the basic rate of payment of Carer’s 
Allowance and the scheme’s earnings disregard; 



 

   
 

Supporting the move to a Total Contributions 
Approach for calculating eligibility for the State 
contributory pension that values the work of 
carers; Providing adequate respite care places 
and staff in a flexible manner for families dealing 
with disability; Bringing Ireland into line with the 
EU average for childcare payments through an 
integrated scheme of direct subsidies to families 
and supported caps on costs through local 
authority provided childcare; Increasing the level 
of paid parental leave to allow men to share with 
women in caring for children or relatives and 
running homes.  
  
There is no commitment made with regards to 
providing a living wage for care worker or the 
implementation of equality budgeting impact 
statement at government level on a statutory 
basis.  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

Support proposals for a European Financial 
Transactions Tax, especially on speculative 
investments such as hedge funds and 
derivatives.  
The Green party commits to support the OECD 
process for global corporate tax reform which 
aims to stop unfair tax avoidance practices’  

  

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an 
amended Family Reunification Act  

  

The Green Party commits to:  
Support a path for regularisation of 
undocumented migrants, broaden access to 
family reunification and allow easier access to 
the labour market; Work towards ending Direct 
Provision and replacing it with a not for profit 
system based on accommodation provided 
through existing or new approved housing 
bodies; implement all the recommendations of 
the McMahon Report to improve conditions for 
Asylum Seekers currently living in the [direct 
provision] system; Provide better support for 
women and children who are in the direct 
provision system to guarantee their wellbeing, 
including an adequate allowance, access to 
appropriate facilities and clarity in the law to 
prevent child trafficking.  
  
There is no solid commitments made with 
regards to reforming the EU Asylum system, or 
supporting EU search and rescue missions.  



 

   
 

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and support 
the call for such legislation to be passed at the 
EU level  
  

  

The Green Party commits to:  
propose the creation of an Irish Sourcing Code of 
Conduct based on the Ethical Trading Initiative 
Base Code; Increase oversight and reporting 
requirements for dual use export licences, 
including refusing licences to export to countries 
with questionable human rights records; 
Continue to resist international trade 
agreements involving the European Union which 
involve a lowering of the environmental and 
social standards that the Union upholds; Support 
an immediate recognition of the State of 
Palestine and an end to arms trading with Israel, 
a ban on settlement goods, an end to the use of 
military detention for children and an end to the 
blockade and closure of Gaza.  

  
  

People Before Profit   
  

Ask:  People Before Profit Manifesto  

• Increase our development aid budget to 
0.7% of national income by 2025  

  

There are no commitments in the Manifesto 
regarding the increase of the development aid 
budget.  

• Climate Change: Deliver annual reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions of at least 8% a 
year and help poorer countries to cope with 
climate change.   

  

People Before Profit want to make Ireland 
carbon neutral by 2030. There is no explicit 
mention of supporting poorer countries to cope 
with the effects of climate change.  

  

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular practices 
in the textile industry and ensuring more 
transparency and producer responsibility in 
the textile chain.  

  

• There are no commitments in the 
manifesto with regards to textiles, clothing 
or fast fashion.  

• Invest in our care system to help address 
gender inequality  

  

People before profit commits to:   
developing a National Childcare Service; 
guaranteeing public access to childcare, initially 
at an affordable cost; guaranteeing decent wages 
and full access to training and retraining for 
childcare workers; increasing maternity leave 
from six months to one year; legislating for 
maternity leave to be paid at the full wage rate 
by private employers; providing fully-paid 
paternity leave for one month  
  



 

   
 

However, there is no mention to referendum on 
art. 41.2, equality budgeting or care work in 
CSO stats  
  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

People Before Profit commit to:  
  
Making companies pay a minimum rate of 
corporation tax of 12.5 percent on their profits  
Ending the tax exile status of Irish millionaires.   
A `Robin Hood` tax on financial speculation.  
No explicit mention of Global tax reform  

  

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an 
amended Family Reunification Act  

  

People Before Profit want to:  
End direct provision and give asylum seekers the 
right to work  
Welcome refugees and asylum seeker and stop 
deportations  
Establish a right to family reunification for 
immigrants who have spent time in Ireland  
Hold a referendum to repeal the 27th 
Amendment. Give all children born here the right 
to citizenship.  
Nothing on partner countries or EU search and 
rescue missions  
  

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and 
support the call for such legislation to be 
passed at the EU level  
  

No reference to human rights due diligence 
legislation in manifesto  

  

Sinn Fein  
Ask:   Sinn Fein Manifesto  

• Climate change: Increase our 
development aid budget to 0.7% of national 
income by 2025  

  

A Sinn Féin Government would immediately 
commence work on an interdepartmental plan to 
increase Irish ODA and to reach the 0.7% of GNI 
target. In order to enhance Government 
accountability and transparency, we would 
ensure that our plans on how and when we can 
reach the target will be publicly available and we 
will regularly consult with NGOs on the issue.  
  
However no explicit date is mentioned for when 
the 0.7% target will be met.  

• Climate change: Deliver annual reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions of at least 8% a 

Sinn Fein commits to:  



 

   
 

year and support poorer countries to cope 
with climate change.  

  

Setting out in legislation sectoral targets to meet 
our carbon emission reduction commitments 
(but don’t mention what these targets are)  
There is no explicit mention of supporting 
poorer countries to cope with the effects of 
climate change.  
  

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular practices 
in the textile industry and ensuring more 
transparency and producer responsibility in 
the textile chain.  

  

There are no commitments in the manifesto 
with regards to textiles, clothing or fast fashion.  

  

• Invest in our care system to help address 
gender inequality  

  

Sinn Féin believes the provision of childcare 
should be treated as a public service; Investment 
into this sector needs to significantly increase 
year on year, working towards achieving a spend 
of at least 1% of GDP as recommended by the 
early childhood stakeholders and UNICEF; 
increased investment would be accompanied by 
legislation containing a schedule of permissible 
fees. The financial support from the Exchequer 
would grow and the permissible fees shrink in 
parallel. Public funding would steadily replace 
fees for parents; This five-year programme of 
investment would commence by ensuring the 
entry level wage for childcare workers increases 
to the Living Wage, currently €12.30 per hour 
and implement pay scales for all staff which 
properly value childcare as a viable long-term 
career choice; Delivering an additional 26 weeks 
of maternity (or paternity) leave to enable a 
parent to be with their child for its first year of its 
life and increasing the rate of benefit paid by €50 
to €295 to allow mothers and fathers avail of 
their leave without financial hardship; Introduce 
a statutory home-care scheme (care for older 
and vulnerable people); Increasing the role of the 
public and not-for-profit sector in the provision 
of home supports; Deliver an additional 12 
million home help hours over five years to meet 
growing and unmet need at an annual cost of 
€59 million  
  
However, there is no mention of a referendum 
on art. 41.2, equality budgeting or care work in 
CSO stats  
  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

Cooperating with the OECD’s Base Erosion Profit 
Shifting (BEPS) initiative and supporting greater 



 

   
 

transparency regarding where multinationals 
make their profits and pay their taxes   
Introducing an 80% cap on profits offset by 
capital allowances for intangible assets that were 
onshore between 2015 and 2018 by 
multinationals. This follows a recommendation 
made by the Chair of the Irish Fiscal Advisory 
Council in a report commissioned by the 
Department for Finance but ignored by the 
Government   
Ending the Government appeal against the EU 
Commission finding that Apple owes the Irish 
people €14.3 billion. To date Fine Gael have cost 
the Irish taxpayer more than €7 million in legal 
fees.   

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an 
amended Family Reunification Act  

  

Sinn Fein propose no specific measures with 
regards to this ask in their manifesto.  
They do say that we should end the Direct 
Provision system, treat people with dignity, 
process applications for asylum in a timely 
manner and implement the recommendations of 
the All-Party Oireachtas Committee Report.  
They also believe that we should ensure that an 
efficient, fair and transparent immigration 
system is in place.  
  
There is no solid commitments made with 
regards to reforming the EU Asylum system, or 
supporting EU search and rescue missions.  
  

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and 
support the call for such legislation to be 
passed at the EU level.  

Sinn Fein pledges to   
ban goods from Israel’s settlements in Palestine 
from entering the Irish market by implementing 
the Occupied Territories Bill; Opposes ‘trade 
agreements, like CETA and Mercosur, which will 
undermine democracy, our legal system, 
undermine environmental regulations, workers’ 
rights, our agriculture industry and damage Small 
Medium Enterprises; Pledges to work towards 
creating positive trade agreements which respect 
social standards, health and environmental 
regulations, workers’ rights, State sovereignty, 
and create quality jobs and investment; Supports 
advancing the United Nations Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs).  

  

Social Democrats  
  



 

   
 

Ask:   Social Democrats Manifesto  

• Increase our development aid budget to 
0.7% of national income by 2025  

  

The Social Democrats commit to realising 
‘Ireland’s longstanding commitment to 0.7% GNI 
target for Overseas Development Aid (ODA)’, but 
don’t identify when this commitment will be 
reached.   

• Climate change: Deliver annual reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions of at least 8% a 
year and support poorer countries to cope 
with climate change.  

  

The Social Democrats pledge to:  
Fulfil the commitments in the Paris Climate 
Agreement.  
There is no explicit mention of supporting 
poorer countries to cope with the effects of 
climate change.  

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular practices 
in the textile industry and ensuring more 
transparency and producer responsibility in 
the textile chain.  

  

There are no commitments in the manifesto 
with regards to textiles, clothing or fast 
fashion.  
  

• Invest in our care system to help address 
gender inequality  

  

The Social Democrats say that they will:   
  

Improve direct funding to the childcare sector to 
help improve employment conditions and 
training, and to improve sustainability; Introduce 
additional paid parental leave from the end of 
maternity and paternity leave to the child’s first 
birthday; provide a new Early Years Payment to 
cover children from the end of paid parental 
leave until entry into preschool; Significantly 
improve support under the National Childcare 
Scheme to allow far more families with children 
under the age of 12 to qualify and to improve 
supports under the universal element of the 
scheme; Introduce a single Early Years and 
School Age Childcare Agency. If childcare fees 
continue to increase in line with subsidies, we 
will introduce measures to cap them; They will 
also put in place ‘community care teams for 
older people and those with mental health and 
addiction needs’ through Slainte Care; The Social 
Democrats also commit to abolishing Home Care 
waiting lists through Slainte Care so that patients 
can leave hospital when they are ready to be 
discharged without having to wait on long Home 
Care lists; Through Slainte Care, the Social 
Democrats will also provide ‘additional funding 
for dementia and Alzheimer’s services and for 
palliative care; They also commit to 
‘Improvements in a range of supports for people 
with disabilities including extra personal assistant 



 

   
 

hours and an assistive technology passport; 
‘introducing a statutory right to Home Care and 
Personal Assistance; overhaul and modernise the 
means testing and financial compensation to 
family carers of people with long term 
incapacitating disabilities; Increase the levels of 
Transparency and Accountability for monitoring 
the real wellbeing of our disabled and carer 
communities and vulnerable members of society 
by delegating powers to Local Authorities and 
Local Elected Representatives for local wellbeing 
monitoring and assessment; amend the rules so 
that more people can qualify for Carers’ 
Allowance, introduce better training for carers of 
people with high needs, and improve supports 
for carers in terms of training, respite and respite 
options; improve investment in residential care 
and providing an adequate amount and 
adequate quality of respite care’  
The Social democrats also commit to ‘More 
assisted living and 'step-down' facilities for those 
leaving in-patient care, and more supports for 
independent living for those with chronic mental 
health conditions. They also commit to ‘Providing 
support groups and advice/education for family 
members. ’The Social Democrats also say that 
they will guarantee subsidised childcare for lone 
parents.  They will also examine extending the 
homecare scheme and scrapping the habitual 
residency condition for carers payments   
The Social Democrats promise to: ‘Equality-proof 
all legislative, policy and budgetary decisions.’  

  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

The Social Democrats are committed to 
maintaining the 12.5% corporate tax rate but 
would regularise the treatment of all companies 
to ensure that 12.5% is collected;  

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an 
amended Family Reunification Act  

  

The Social Democrats promise to:   
  

End Direct Provision and replacing it with not for 
profit accommodation; Better resource the 
International Protection Office to ensure 
applications are processed in a timely manner; 
Extend the ombudsman’s jurisdiction to the 
application process for international protection 
and any inspectorate for direct provision.  
  
However, there is no solid commitments made 
with regards to reforming the EU Asylum 
system, or supporting EU search and rescue 
missions.  



 

   
 

  

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and 
support the call for such legislation to be 
passed at the EU level  

As part of the implementation of the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights we will 
implement mandatory human rights due 
diligence, including reporting on human rights 
practices outside of Ireland.  

  

Labour  
Ask:   Labour Party Manifesto  

• Increase our development aid budget to 
0.7% of national income by 2025  

  

Labour will set out a realistic strategy to increase 
Ireland’s development aid so as to meet our 
longstanding commitment of investing 0.7% of 
economic output, and will continue to direct that 
aid to the world’s poorest regions.  
However no explicit date is mentioned for when 
the 0.7% target will be met  
  

• Climate change: Deliver annual 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions of at 
least 8% a year and support poorer countries 
to cope with climate change.  

  

Labour pledges to make the target of halving 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 a legal 
requirement, and say they will publish annual 
carbon budgets that set a ceiling on the amount 
of greenhouse gas emissions permitted annually 
in different sectors of the economy.  
There is no explicit mention of supporting 
poorer countries to cope with the effects of 
climate change.  

• Sustainability: make our economy more 
sustainable by incentivising circular practices 
in the textile industry and ensuring more 
transparency and producer responsibility in 
the textile chain.  

  

There are no commitments in the manifesto 
with regards to textiles, clothing or fast fashion.  

  

• Invest in our care system to help address 
gender inequality  

  

Labour say that they will raise the pay floor in 
childcare; Noting that ‘those working in the public 
scheme will be paid at the very least a Living 
Wage.’  
They also commit to: redirect funding to local 
primary care centres, which will bring health 
services closer to communities including medical 
tests, early intervention/prevention of illness, 
disability supports, eldercare and mental health 
services; increase funding for home help and 
respite care, so that more people can be cared for 
in their homes; developing ‘a high-quality public 
Childcare Scheme for Working Parents’; 
Implementing ‘a National Flexible Working 



 

   
 

Strategy, working with trade unions and 
employers at the National Economic and Social 
Council; Supporting ‘carers and implementing a 
Carers Strategy. We will increase the Carer’s 
Allowance income disregard and increase the 
Carer’s Support Grant by €100; Providing a ‘home 
care package to every identified case, and we will 
increase funding for dementia supports’ while 
improving pay conditions for those working in 
home help; Developing an elder care strategy; 
Developing individualised budgeting for care 
services to give recipients more autonomy and 
choice, and we will increase funding for personal 
assistance services (including in educational 
settings) and housing adaptation grants.  
  
However, there is no mention of a referendum 
on art. 41.2, equality budgeting or care work in 
CSO stats  
  

• Support a fundamental reform of the 
global corporate tax system   

  

Labour will introduce a minimum effective rate of 
Corporation Tax of 12.5%, which will be lower for 
companies that locate to disadvantaged regions of 
the country. Labour will conduct a major review of 
the sustainability of Ireland’s Corporation Tax 
base. Labour will establish a Standing Commission 
on Taxation to conduct ongoing review of the tax 
system and of all tax breaks. This Commission will 
have the mandate to ensure the sustainability of 
Ireland’s tax revenue, and the fair distribution of 
all forms of taxation across the population.  

• Develop a rights-based approach to 
offering refuge to those fleeing persecution 
and climate breakdown, including an 
amended Family Reunification Act  

  

Labour will progressively abolish the current 
system of Direct Provision and move 
responsibility for accommodating asylum seekers 
to the Department of Rural and Community 
Affairs. We will phase out for-profit provision of 
accommodation. Smaller scale tenders will be 
issued to approved housing bodies, and 
community consultation and support will be 
improved. Working rights for asylum seekers will 
be improved.  
There is no solid commitment made with 
regards to reforming the EU Asylum system, or 
supporting EU search and rescue missions.  

• Business and human rights: Pass 
mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation in Ireland and 
support the call for such legislation to be 
passed at the EU level.  

  

Labour will pursue a distinctive foreign policy for 
Ireland that promotes peace, human rights,  
equality and respect for international law.  
  
No reference to human rights due diligence 
legislation in manifesto.  

  


